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We are pleased to offer our new brochure, a concise, informative overview of FOBC and the Big Creek watershed. On the inside you’ll find a newly 

designed, custom map of the watershed spotlighting some (but certainly not all!) points of interest� Pearl Road (the 3-C Highway), 1934 Parma 
Reservoir, Puritas Wetlands, Stearns Homestead and more! Watch for feature articles on these noteworthy spots online and in future newsletters. 

Drop a line to info@friendsofbigcreek.org and we’ll be happy to mail a copy. You can also download the pdf map at friendsofbigcreek.org. 
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Thank you to our members and 
community supporters. 

Please consider joining or renewing. 

Your membership in Friends of Big Creek 
will enable us to continue our mission to 
conserve, enhance, and bring recognition 
to the natural and historic resources of the 
Big Creek Watershed and develop a 
recreational trail network that joins these 
resources to each other and the 
community. 
 

Name _____________________________ 

Address ___________________________ 

City_______________________________ 

State__________  Zip ________________ 

Phone_____________________________ 

E-mail_____________________________ 

Annual dues: 
__ $  15.00  Individual 
__ $  25.00  Sustaining 
__ $  25.00  Organization 
__ $  50.00  Supporting 
__ $100.00  Business 

 

Make checks payable to FOBC and mail to: 
         Friends of Big Creek 
         P. O. Box 609272 
         Cleveland, OH 44109 
 

Secure online payment is available online at 
www.friendsofbigcreek.org 

 

FOBC’s fiscal agent, West Creek Preservation 
Committee, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

All contributions are  tax deductible. 

0 n a natural setting the ground absorbs a significant amount of precipitation, wetlands 
store much of the excess water from storms and snowmelt, and floodplains allow high 

water to spread out, reducing the destructive energy of floods. But in developed areas the 
process is much different. 

Urban development drains or fills in streambank areas and con-
stricts stream channels. Sediment from construction sites and 
erosion fills in a stream’s pools and reduces its capacity to carry 
water. Roads, parking lots and rooftops reduce absorption of  water 
into the ground, increasing the volume of runoff. The result is 
increased flooding. Stream channels adjust by widening and 
downcutting, eroding the streambank and threatening downstream 
property, roads, bridges and buildings.  

Water that soaks into the soil is naturally filtered and cleaned but run-
off picks up pollutants from impervious surfaces and carries them into 
streams, degrading water quality and threatening public health. 
Common pollutants include automobile fluids, road salt, fertilizers, 
pesticides, bacteria from pet waste.  

The economic impact of urban/suburban runoff includes flooding, road 
and property damage, expensive flood control structures, increased 

drinking water treatment and a loss of recreation.  

We can’t control storms but we can manage runoff. We need to address stormwater related 
problems regionally because what happens in one community can affect another as 
problems typically transfer downstream. To this end the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District will develop and oversee a Regional Stormwater Management Program, which 
should take effect later this year. To learn more about the program visit neorsd.org.  

Everyone benefits from good stormwater management� reduced property flooding and 
damage, reduced street flooding hazards, improved insurance rates, a more attractive 
natural landscape, and cleaner and healthier streams and lakes. 

It is part of FOBC’s mission to educate our communities about how our actions affect 
water quality and quantity and what techniques we can use to store and treat runoff and 
release it at a controlled rate. Large-scale we can advocate for low-impact development and  
support improvements to our stormwater infrastructure. Small-scale we can take 
responsibility for how our property contributes to the stormwater runoff problem, from 
picking up pet waste to using rain barrels and rain gardens. Stormwater matters; what we 
do about it matters as well. 

More about stormwater and the difference you can make at  
www.friendsofbigcreek.org/stormwater. 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE                                                                              
 

Gayle Albers, Conservation Coordinator, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 
Regis Barrett, Chair, City of Brooklyn Zoning Board of Appeals 

Sean Brennan, President, Parma City Council 

George Cantor, Chief City Planner, Cleveland City Planning 
Commission 

Brian J. Cummins, Cleveland City Council Ward 14 

Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells, Manager of Environmental Programs,  
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 

Mary Galinas, Parma City Council Ward 1 

Kevin Kelley, Cleveland City Council Ward 13 

David Lincheck, Executive Director, West Creek Preservation 
Committee 

James McCall, Parma Heights City Council 

Melissa Miller, Planning and Safety  Coordinator, Bellaire-Puritas 
Development Corporation 

Ossie M. Neal, Manager of Marketing, Cleveland Divison of Water  
Pollution Control 

Garrett Ormiston, GIS & Stewardship Specialist, Natural Areas 
Division, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

Kathleen Pucci, President, Brooklyn City Council 

Carla Regener, Associate Senior Planner, Cuyahoga County  
Planning Commission 

Rory Robinson, Outdoor Recreation Planner, Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance, National Park Service 

Janine Rybka, District Administrator, Cuyahoga Soil and Water 
Conservation District 

Laura Travers, Sanitarian, Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

Andy Vidra, Senior Environmental Planner, Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency 

Jim White, Executive Director, Cuyahoga River Remedial Action Plan 

PROJECT MANAGER                                                                                   

Bob Gardin 
     216-269-6472 
     bgardin@friendsofbigcreek.org 

STEERING COMMITTEE                                                                               

Mary Ellen Stasek 
     Chair 

Jeffrey Lennartz 
     Vice Chair 

James Gazda 
     Recording Secretary 

Thomas Coyne 

Greg Cznadel 

Kim Knall 

Ann M. Kuula 

Donald C. Martin 

David McBean, RLA 

Alfred Penko, P.E. 

Dennis Petro 

Diana Slobodian 
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