
Welcome! 





Office of Sustainability  

  

 

 

• Save the City money and reduce its 
ecological footprint  

• Use sustainability and climate action as 
a tool for economic development  

• Provide tools and resources to make 
sustainability business-as-usual 

• Foster a culture that embraces 
sustainability 
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33  
Actions 
 
 
 
25  
Actions 
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33 Climate Actions 

Focus Area # of Actions 

Energy Efficiency & Green Building 7 

Advanced & Renewable Energy 8 

Sustainable Mobility 6 

Waste Reduction & Resource Conser. 3 

Land Use & Clean Water 6 

Comm. Engagement & Public Health 3 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve identified 33 climate actions, broken out into 6 focus areas, along with multiple next steps for most of them. Trees as a prime example – trees both reduce emissions by sequestering carbon from the air, and they also help us prepare for the impacts of climate change, including higher heat days and increased flooding



Sustainable Cleveland 2019 

Together, We’re Building a Thriving Green City on a Blue Lake 



Mission 

Sustainable Cleveland is a 10-year initiative that 
engages people from all walks of life, working 
together to design and develop a thriving and 
resilient Cleveland region that leverages its 
wealth of assets to build economic, social and 
environmental well-being for all.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why the year 2019? Every ten years, media swoop in to do a retrospective of Cleveland on the anniversary of the last Cuyahoga River fire in 1969. So, 2019 is an anniversary, but it is also a deadline for us to have our own story to tell. A story of transformation from the Mistake on the Lake to the Green City on a Blue Lake. 



Celebration Years 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainable Cleveland 2019 is also organized by celebration years. 2015 is the Year of Clean Water and next year, 2016 will be the Year of Sustainable Transportation. We work on all the topics every year, but the focus fosters additional collaboration and allows the whole community to participate in Sustainable Cleveland. 



2015 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Year of Clean Water Kick-off at City Hall, Fire on the Water at CPT, kicking off a year-long focus on water consisting of 6 original plays including plays for their STEP program for teens and their BRICK program for youth living in public housing. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
AprilMetroparks Zoo celebrated with their Penguin Shores exhibit and programming and EarthFest helped us reach thousands with the message of clean water. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
MayCleveland Water gave tours of water treatment plant for National Drinking Water Week 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
July and AugustDoan Brook Annual Family fishing Day and “Water Water Everywhere” at the Cleveland Botanical Gardens’ Children’s Garden.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
SeptemberGreat Lake Erie boat float and coming up this weekend, the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District’s Open House. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ditch Bottled WaterIn 2015,  Northeast Ohio organizations,  businesses and individuals pledged to eliminate or reduce the use of disposable plastic water bottles. Fifty organizations and businesses have taken the Disposable Bottle Water Pledge to date.   Kicking the bottled water habit is better for your budget, your health, and the environment. It is also an action that all of us can take responsibility for throughout the Year of Clean Water, whether through our organization or business, or at an individual level.Water First for Thirst, an initiative of the Healthy Cleveland Nutrition and Healthy Eating Subcommittee, is working to reduce/eliminate sugary beverages in our schools and recreation centers and encourages everyone to drink more tap water and reduce the use of disposable plastic water bottles.  Learn more about the advantages of drinking water and take their individual pledge today to drink water first. This spring, more than 750 University Hospitals employees joined this effort and made an individual pledge to avoid using disposable water bottles. The combined potential impact in one year could be up to 58,858 kWh of energy saved – equal to 4,567 gallons of gasoline or enough energy to power nearly four homes for 365 days. (This figure is based on average water bottle use in USA of 167 bottles per year, per person.)The Cleveland Museum of Natural History has a ban on bottled water. Bottled water is not allowed to be served at events or sold in the cafe. We proudly provide Cleveland tap water instead.Cleveland Metroparks has committed to eliminating plastic water bottles from meetings.  Zaclon LLC has completely removed bottled water from their plant all together. They have purchased 2 water filtration systems, and have used them exclusively. Doan Brook Watershed Partners Fishing Day with 760 participants--participants were given reusable water bottles and it was promoted that there would be no bottled water at the event-Cleveland Water Buggy was there. Cleveland Water Pollution Control 1600 participants for their National Public Works & Safety Week Open House. Water was provided by Cleveland Water's Water Buggy for attendees (mostly children), water dispenser and water fountains for participantsSaint Martin de Porres High School  has 500 people in the building every day and we used water bottles for everything from field days to lunch. We do not use ANY anymore!- -staff/faculty events/parties everything!Cleveland Department of Public Health Reproductive Health Clinic The Second Annual CDPH/CWRU Reproductive Health Kickback with 300 participants-Signage will be on display at the tables and it will be announced at the beginning of the event-they will be given citrus infused water-BrownFlynn As a rule we do not buy bottled water for the office. We purposefully bought a refrigerator with a water dispenser when we were purchasing appliances for our new offices in Terminal Tower.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are making progress in installing green infrastructure to manage and filter stormwater before it reaches Lake Erie. This is a map of green infrastructure designed to control Combined Sewer Overflow. These projects are designed to manage 209 million gallons of stormwater annually. 



NEORSD Green Infrastructure Grants 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To date, NEORSD has funded 33 Green Infrastructure grants since 2009. This is an online map that is interactive where you can view the variety and the locations of these stormwater management projects. In 2015 NEORSD granted $2million in green infrastructure grants and will release an RFP for the next round of funding in October. 



Green Infrastructure Training 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we install more green infrastructure and public and private property, there is a greater need to train and understand the maintenance of these installations. This year, an Ohio EPA Environmental Education grant was awarded to the Office of Sustainability for Stormwater Management Training for MS4 Municipal Employees in Northeast Ohio. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plastic Pollution in our waterways -- both macro and micro plastics are an issue here. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cuyahoga County – 2,899 pounds removed in 2014



Top 12 Items of Beach Trash 

Item  Number 

Plastic pieces  23,053 
Cigar tips 19,461 

Cigarette filters 10,314 
Foam pieces 9,046 

Plastic bottle camps 6,620 
Straws  3,985 

Food wrappers 3,023 
Plastic beverage bottles 2,550 

Glass pieces 1,536 
Plastic lids  1,376 

Other plastic packaging  1,350 
Tampon applicators 1,195 

Cuyahoga County 
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Why Trees? 
• Intercepts 1.8 billion gallons of rainwater 

every year (value: $11 million). 

• Removes 415 tons of air pollution every 
year (value: $1.8 million). 

• Saves residents and business-owner $3.5 
million in energy costs each year. 

• Reduces stress from high heat days. 

• Improves public health across a range of 
issues, including asthma, obesity, 
diabetes, and mental health. 

• Increases property values by an 
estimated $4.5 million, which in turn 
increases city revenues 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT BENEFITS INCLUDE* Improves business districts by attracting consumers that stay longer and spend more.* Helps maintain habitat for wildlife, both aquatic and forest, which is an important part of wildlife conservation.* Prevents erosion and high sediment levels in waterways and shipping channels.* Builds stronger communities and revitalizes neighborhoods.* Creates safer spaces for the public by slowing traffic speeds, lowering stress and providing buffers for pedestrians.* Blocks noise and reduces pollution by almost 50% for those living near highways.



GOAL 1: Recognize Trees as Critical Community Infrastructure 

GOAL 2: Reverse the Trend of Canopy Loss 

GOAL 3: Assume Full Stewardship for the Tree Infrastructure 

 

THROUGH PARTNERSHIP, CLEVELAND WILL ONCE 
AGAIN BE KNOWN AS THE FOREST CITY 
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